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Unlocking Circular Innovation in the Water Sector: Navigating End-of-Waste

Pre-conference workshop 4

Date and time: May 19th, 13h15 - 16h15
Location: IWA Resource Recovery Conference 2025 (Leeuwarden)
Conference details and registration: https://www.wetsus.nl/iwa-rr-2025/ 

Rationale:
A key bottleneck for circular innovation is the regulatory transition from waste to product. End-of-Waste (EoW) criteria play a crucial role in enabling research and innovation outcomes to reach the market, ensuring that recovered resources can be legally used, traded, and scaled up for widespread adoption. However, the implementation of EoW rules remains complex, inconsistent, and highly dependent on national regulations, creating significant barriers for circular solutions. Without clear and harmonized pathways to achieve EoW status, many resource recovery innovations remain trapped in regulatory uncertainty, limiting their economic viability and environmental benefits.
Workshop description:
This workshop is jointly organized by AQUAMINERALS and the BOOST-IN project (GA 101135239) funder under Horizon Europe with the participation of BIOAZUL, KWB and Water Europe. Additionally, it benefits from the special contribution of the Expert Group on Water Efficiency, Reuse, and Circularity within Water Europe.
Recognizing that different countries, industries, and regulatory bodies have varying experiences with End-of-Waste, this workshop is not a conventional, unidirectional event where only speakers share their views.  Instead, it will combine insights from practical experiences with contributions from key policy experts to foster a meaningful dialogue between those navigating EoW implementation challenges and those involved in shaping regulatory frameworks.
A central part of the workshop will be a highly interactive and participatory exercise designed to foster dialogue among experts and stakeholders on the practical challenges of the End-of-Waste (EoW) process. This session will move beyond theoretical discussions, providing the opportunity for participants to share experiences, identify key barriers, and explore potential solutions in a collaborative environment.
Beyond this event, the workshop aims to establish a Community of Practice on End-of-Waste criteria, providing a platform for ongoing engagement. Participants will be invited to take part in follow-up activities, including future BOOST-IN webinars and workshops, ensuring that the discussions translate into long-term knowledge exchange and collective action.
Objectives:
· Illustrate state-of-play of End-of-Waste for circular products from water
· Exchange experiences from different perspectives
· Discuss ideas to facilitate EoW applications for producers of circular products from water
· Promote harmonization of EoW criteria for water circular products 
· Establish a Community of Practice on water and circular economy
Programme:
	Time
	Topic
	Presenter

	13:15
	Welcome by organizers
	BOOST-IN,  AqM

	13:25
	Introduction of participants
	ALL

	13:35
	Water and CE: perspective from the EC
	Representatives from DG ENV (tbc)

	13:45
	Harmonisation of EoW criteria: the work of JRC
	Joint Research Commission (JRC)

	13:55
	Input of Water Europe and working groups
	Andrea Rubini, Water Europe

	14:05
	Boosting uptake of innovative solutions in water and circular economy: the BOOST-IN project
	Rafael Casielles, BIOAZUL

	14:15
	Coffee break

	14:30
	Outcome of first expert meeting on EoW in BOOST-IN + next steps
	Christian Remy, KWB

	14:40
	NL initiatives on EoW harmonization
	Aalke de Jong, AqM

	14:50
	Harmonization of EoW for water products
	EUREAU (tbc)

	15:00
	Participatory exercise to analyze key steps of the End-of-Waste (EoW) process, identifying major bottlenecks and underlying causes and co-develop practical recommendations to improve EoW implementation.
	All participants
Moderators:
· Christian Remy, KWB
· Rafael Casielles, BIOAZUL
· Jouke  Boorsma, AqM

	16:00
	What next? Follow-up on next activities and EoW Community of Practice.
	ALL
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